SATS 2016

KS1 & KS2 SATS Guidance for Parents
SPRING 2016

KEY POINTS
The ‘new’ curriculum is more challenging and has
an increased focus on developing children’s
subject knowledge and skills.
The new National Curriculum does not have levels of
attainment, but instead has ‘expectations’ children are
required to meet at each banding (EXPECTED STANDARD).

No
levels

Standards
for each
year group

NC Assessment – A Summary
2016 sees an overhaul of the national curriculum tests (commonly referred to as
SATs) for both Year 2 and Year 6 children to match the newly updated national
curriculum. For both key stages, there will be an expected standard set and: A
child must meet all the criteria consistently to get the ‘expected standard’
judgement.
• Schools are advised to decide how best to assess their pupils in a way that
best suits their needs.
• Schools are expected to select an assessment approach which:
 aligns well with their curriculum
 sets out what pupils are expected to know, understand and do, and when
 explains pupils’ progress and attainment to parents
 can be used to set targets and wherever possible supports pupils to
reach the expected standards.

NC Assessment in 2016
Statutory assessment
– New national curriculum tests with outcomes in the form of
scaled scores. These will be marked internally for KS1 and
externally for KS2.
– Teacher assessment at KS1 and KS2 for writing, using the
interim framework for teacher assessment.

Formative classroom assessment
– Determined by schools in line with their curriculum (see
Assessment presentation on school website).

Key Changes SATS 2016
Schools still have a limited understanding of the new style tests … some
sample tests are available and interim frameworks for 2015-16 only.
•The DfE has given some description of pupil performance at the new
‘national standard’.
•Test results and exemplification materials will be used to set the raw
scores that link to a KS2 child’s scaled score.
•Each pupil registered for the tests will receive:
• a raw score (number of raw marks awarded)
• a scaled score
• confirmation of whether or not they attained the national standard

What will be assessed?
KS1:
Mathematics test
Paper 1 – Arithmetic
Paper 2 – Reasoning

KS2:
Mathematics test (no calculator paper)
Paper 1 – Arithmetic
Papers 2 & 3 – Mathematical Reasoning

English tests
The Reading test
Paper 1 – English Reading (lower
demand)
Paper 2 – English Reading (higher
demand)

English tests
The Reading test
Paper 1 – English Reading

The Grammar, Punctuation and
Spelling test
Paper 1 – Spelling
Paper 2 – Grammar, punctuation
and vocabulary

The Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling
test
Paper 1 – Spelling
Paper 2 – Grammar, punctuation and
vocabulary

More information for parents
• Handout – Parents’ Guides to new
National Tests
• Video guides to KS1 and KS2 tests

Both available on the school website –
Curriculum / Parent Handbooks

WRITING 2016
This year there is a greater focus on the progress children make throughout the
school year, as opposed to a test-day snapshot of what they know.
DfE Guidance:- Teacher Assessment provides a rounded judgement that:
•
is based on knowledge of how the pupil has performed over time and in a
variety of contexts
• takes into account strengths and weaknesses of the pupil’s performance
• Teachers will assess children’s writing composition. Children’s results for English
writing will be a judgement of their work throughout the year.
• Children's grammar, punctuation and spelling skills will be assessed as part of their
writing, but their creativity and writing style will also be evaluated.
• Schools will moderate their judgements with other local schools and may be
moderated by their Local Authorities too.

What is the
‘Expected Standard’ in writing?
The DfE have issued some
guidance for schools.
However, the
Exemplification materials
are new and are not
exhaustive.

Children are expected to be able to write in
a range of different genres.

INTERIM TEACHER ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORKS
To help with teacher assessment the DfE has produced
‘Interim Frameworks’. These are for 2015 -2016 only
and they set out the standards a pupil will be assessed
against in reading, writing, maths and science.
The Interim Frameworks are only to be used as a guide,
as they do not include full coverage of the content of
the National Curriculum.
All of the criteria must be met for a child to attain the
‘Expected Standard’.

These are for 2015 -2016 only and they set out
the standards a pupil will be assessed against
in reading, writing, maths and science.

SCIENCE 2016
SCIENCE SAMPLING - Every two years
and will take place for selected schools in 2016.
• There are no formal science SATs in 2016.
• ‘Science sampling’ for KS2 has been reintroduced, it is taking place in 2016
and schools concerned will be contacted in early spring by the STA
(Standards & Testing Agency)
Teachers will assess children’s knowledge and understanding of science and will
judge their scientific skills according to the National Curriculum Interim
Framework for Science.
Children’s results for science will be a judgement of their work throughout the
relevant key stage.

WHEN ARE THE TESTS?
All KS2 SATs will be held in the week beginning 9th May 2016.
The tests must be taken on the scheduled days.
Monday 9 May

English reading test, reading booklet and associated answer
booklet.
English grammar, punctuation and spelling test, Paper 1,
short answer questions.

Tuesday 10 May

English grammar, punctuation and spelling test, Paper 2,
spelling.
Mathematics, Paper 1, arithmetic test.

Wednesday 11 May
Mathematics, Paper 2, reasoning.
Thursday 12 May

Mathematics Paper 3, reasoning.

Absence during the test period - Pupils who miss one or more component of a test and
do not qualify for a timetable variation will not be awarded a score for that test.

WHEN do KS1 do their tests?
• Year 2 pupils take these test during May at a time determined by
the school.
• They are not strictly timed tests.
• Most pupils will be unaware they are taking them as teachers will
incorporate them into everyday classroom practice.
• Teacher assessment is used to report attainment and progress to
parents and teachers will use the KS1 test results to help them
reach an overall judgement of the standards children have
reached through the course of the year.
• You do not need to prepare your child for the test other than the
general advice you aleady receive from teachers about supporting
your child’s learning.

HELPING AT HOME
• Try not to put pressure on your child.

• Support with homework and targets that have been discussed at
Parents Evening.
• Read regularly and discuss a variety of texts – not just ‘listening’
to your child read.
• Short bursts of mental maths, times tables and problem solving
etc.

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS
Some support can be given to children who have a Statement, or
Educational Health Care Plan.
Requests for additional time have been made for some children,
using our knowledge of their individual needs.

Children who are unable to sit and work for a long period because
of a disability or because of behavioural, emotional or social
difficulties may receive some support.
Children with English as an additional language and who have
limited fluency in English may also receive some support.

SCALED SCORES
•
•
•
•

Tests will now report in scaled scores.
The ‘expected standard’ will always be set at 100.
Raw scores in the test will be converted to scaled scores.
The ‘raw score’ that equates to 100 might be different
each year.
100
• Pupils who score 100 or more will have met the ‘expected
standard’.
• Pupils who score below 100 will not have met the
‘expected standard’.

Reporting Results
Children develop at different times and in individual ways, but at the end of Years 2
& 6 the DfE guidelines for reporting English and Maths are as follows:-

Has not met the ‘Expected Standard’
WORKING AT the ‘Expected Standard’

WORKING AT GREATER DEPTH within the ‘Expected Standard’
For Science, pupils will be grouped into 2 categories - Working at the expected
standard, or a category for those pupils who do not meet the standard.

REMEMBER – ALL CHILDREN ARE DIFFERENT

Reporting Results
• For KS2, children’s progress, as well as their achievement, will
be measured and reported on in school performance tables.
• Teacher assessments will be passed on to Year 7 so the results
can be used in planning for KS3 teaching.
• The test results are expected around mid- July and will be
included in the annual written report at the end of the
summer term.
• Parents will also be given the results for the school and
national results from 2015 – although these will not be
comparable!

WE RECOMMEND:Early nights and lots of sleep
Good attendance
Good punctuality

A good breakfast
LOTS OF PRAISE AND ENCOURAGEMENT!

ANY QUESTIONS?

