
 
HOW WELL IS MY CHILD GETTING ON AT SCHOOL? 

 

A parent’s guide to progress 
 
For most parents, there are two main areas that concern them about their 
child’s education: 
 
• Is my child happy at school? 
• Is my child making good progress at school? 
 
The first of these questions is vital to get right – a happy child is more likely to 
make progress in their work. For most parents, it is easy to tell if their child is 
happy at school through discussion with their child and the class teacher. In 
recent questionnaires with parents and pupils, it is pleasing to note that the 
vast majority of pupils at Hollymount do enjoy school, and parents are quick 
to inform us of any concerns so that they can be dealt with quickly. 
 
The second question is often harder for parents to answer. The Summer 2013 
parent questionnaires showed that parents would like more information re-
garding their child’s progress. This booklet is designed to help parents access 
and understand the formal and informal routes for finding out about their 
child’s progress at our school. It contains the answers to some frequently 
asked questions, and will hopefully support you in feeling more confident in 
discussing your child’s progress with the school. Please tell us if you have any 
questions, or want further information. 
 

What do we mean by progress? 

Progress is about an individual moving forward in their learning, developing 

new skills and achieving their personal targets. It is not about comparing one 

child with another; it’s about looking at how far a child has moved on in their 

learning in relation to their own starting point. 

 
 



HOW CAN I SEE PROGRESS? –  
THE INFORMAL OPPORTUNITIES 

 
Discussing individual targets with your child 
All children from Y1 – Y6 have individual writing targets that they are encour-
aged to work on whenever they are doing some writing. A good way to find out 
about your child’s progress is to ask them about their targets, and get them to 
show you where they have managed to meet them in their work. Once chil-
dren have proven that they can apply their target on several occasions, they 
are given a new target to work on. If you  
discuss your child’s writing target with them, you may also be able to encour-
age them to meet their target in their home learning which will support their 
progress. 
 
As well as writing targets, your child may have other personal targets which 
could be shared with you at parent/teacher consultation meetings, on the an-
nual report, or through informal conversations with your child’s class teacher.  
They could be curriculum targets (i.e. to learn a times table), social targets (i.e. 
to listen when others are speaking) or to do with personal organisation (i.e. to 
remember to bring homework on time). 
 
Targets are most successful when they are regularly followed up, when chil-
dren are reminded of them and when they are rewarded for their success. 
Working with your child to help them meet their personal  
targets, will help to keep you informed of your child’s progress, as well as sup-
porting them to achieve. If you are unsure of what your child’s  
targets are, please contact your child’s class teacher. 



Involvement with your child’s Home Learning 
Reading with your child is one of the easiest ways to see how your child is pro-
gressing, as well as one of the best ways to support your child in gaining a key 
skill. In Key Stage 1, pupils are given a suggested colour band which will help 
them to select a book which will provide them with some challenge, without 
being too difficult. As children progress in their phonic and word recognition 
skills, they will progress through the book bands until they are selecting their 
own library books. If you have any concerns about your child’s reading pro-
gress, please do speak to your child’s class teacher.  Once children are reading 
fluently and independently, they will often read silently to themselves, but it is 
still important that you take an interest in their reading; children are never too 
old to be read with, or to! 
 
In addition to reading, your child will also be given a range of other skills to 
practice at home to support their learning in class. As they get older, these 
tasks are mainly designed for children to do independently, but you may find 
involvement in these tasks a useful way to see their progress. Rather than 
working with them on a task, why not ask them to teach a new method they 
have learnt in maths, or explain something that they have found out in a pro-
ject? 
 

HOW CAN I SEE PROGRESS? –  
THE FORMAL OPPORTUNITIES 

 
The Annual report 
In July, parents are sent an annual, written report about their child’s progress 
and attainment during the year. The report contains information about your 
child’s attainment in each subject. Alongside the  comment boxes for English, 
Maths and Science,  attainment against  national expectations will be indicated  
by a tick in a table –  this will state whether they are working in line with 
(Meeting = M),  Exceeding (E) or Below (B) expectations. (These expectations 
are explained further in a later section.) The back page contains a summary of 
key information about your child including their strengths, key improvements 
that they have made during the year and areas for development. 
 



Parent/Teacher Consultation Meetings 
Formal meetings between parents and teachers are held in the Autumn and 
Spring terms. A meeting may also be requested by parents in the Summer 
term if they wish to discuss the contents of the their child’s annual report.   
 
The first meeting in the Autumn term focuses on how well your child is 
settling in to their new class, but teachers will also share with you any new 
targets and areas for development. You may find it helpful to look at your 
child’s report prior to the meeting so that you can discuss any progress issues 
from the previous year. 
 
The second meeting in the Spring term is very much a progress meeting. You 
will have the opportunity to look at your child’s work and the teacher will dis-
cuss with you how your child is progressing in the key areas of the curricu-
lum, as well as their personal and social skills. If teachers have concerns 
about a child’s progress, they will usually ask parents to come in to school as 
soon as these concerns are recognised. Similarly, we would always ask par-
ents to be open with us about their own concerns and discuss these as they 
arise. 
 
If your child has particular special education needs, they will have an individ-
ual education plan(IEP) and the targets in these are discussed along with oth-
er classwork. 
 

HOW IS PROGRESS MEASURED? 
 

Teachers are assessing pupils every day to help inform their planning and en-
sure that progress is made. Through marking work, observing and talking to 
pupils, they gain valuable information about pupil progress. However, in addi-
tion to these on-going assessments, we also carry out more 
formal assessments of the children at different stages as an additional meas-
ure of pupil progress and how they are achieving against National Standards.  
 
The following are statutory requirements of the school: 
 
 



Foundation Stage 
In Reception, teachers use the Foundation Stage Profile to assess how pupils 
are progressing in the 17 strands of learning.  Assessments are carried out con-
tinually during the year, mainly through observation, to build a picture of a 
child’s progress over the 3 terms. This gives a summary of their achievement at 
the end of year which is shared with parents. 
 
End of Key Stage 1 (Year 2) 
At the end of Year 2, teachers make an assessment of the children in English 
(speaking and listening, reading and writing), Maths and Science against Na-
tionally agreed level descriptors: 
 
W = Working towards level 1 
Level 1 = expected level for Year 1 
Level 2 = expected level for Year 2 
Level 3 = above the expected level for Year 2 
 
Year 2 teachers use national tests and tasks at some point during the year to 
gain a snapshot of pupil’s progress in maths and English, but the final assess-
ment is based on the range of class work carried out during the year. Parents 
receive a list of their child’s levels with the end of year report in Year 2. 
 
End of Key Stage 2 (Year 6) 
Towards the end of Year 6, pupils take their SATs (standard assessment tests) in 
Reading,  GPS (Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling) and Maths.  Writing and Sci-
ence are teacher assessed.  
 
These are national, externally marked tests and the results are published by the 
government and used to show how well a school has performed. They also give 
an indicator to show how far pupils have progressed from the end of Key Stage 
1, with the expected progress being at least 2 levels progress from Year 2 to 
Year 6. Therefore a child who was awarded a level 2 at the end of Key Stage 1 is 
expected to achieve level 4 at the end of Year 6.  



At the end of Year 6, pupils will be awarded one of the following levels in each 
subject: 
 
Level 2 = well below the expected level (pupils operating at level 2 or below 
are exempt from taking the SATs) 
Level 3 = below the expected level for Year 6 
Level 4 = expected level for Year 6 
Level 5 = above the expected level for Year 6 
 
Test levels are reported to Year 6 parents in July, along with a teacher assess-
ment level which is based on the range of class work, rather than a single test. 
 
Measuring Progress Across the School 
 
 Children are not machines; they do not make progress in straight lines. How-
ever, we have a national system for measuring progress known as National 
Curriculum levels and sub-levels, which puts a value (see chart below) on 
achievement allowing teachers and parents to see how far children have 
moved on. In Key Stage 1, teacher assessments are made every term through 
normal classroom work.  At Key Stage 2, tests are used alongside teacher as-
sessment to measure progress three times a year (December, March and 
June). 
 
The chart below shows the range of achievement at each year group and an 
idea of what is average attainment at each age. Some children with special ed-
ucational needs (SEN) may fall outside this range.  
 
Expected progress is 2 sub-levels per year. Some children will make 3 sub-
levels of progress in one year which is better than expected progress.  Howev-
er, pupils progress at different rates. Some pupils may make 3 or even 4 sub-
levels progress in a year, but will appear to plateau the following year. Others 
may appear to make slow progress one year, but make a whole level progress 
the next year. The data is therefore used by the school as one indicator of pro-
gress, and to allow us to look at progress over the whole key stage, targeting 
pupils who may need extra support.  
 





FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
Are levels shared with the children? 
As pupils progress through the later years of Key Stage 2, we introduce them to 
the idea of levels. Pupils are made aware of what they need to achieve in order 
to progress to the next sub-level in writing. In Y6, levels in reading, writing and 
maths are shared with parents and pupils along with a prediction for their end 
of year SATs. 
 
My child has special educational needs. How much progress can I expect them 
to make? 
All pupils progress at different rates, and some children who have particular 
difficulties with learning may progress at a slower rate than their peers. The 
child’s IEP will break down the next steps in learning into achievable targets 
which will be worked on in school and shared with the parent and child. IEPs are 
reviewed regularly, with new targets added as a child makes progress in their 
learning. For some pupils, the additional support they receive to work on their 
IEP targets enables them to make faster progress than their peers, helping them 
to catch up. At our school, pupils with special educational needs often make the 
2 levels progress expected by all children from Key Stage 1 to Key Stage 2. 
 
My child used to be in the ‘top’ literacy group last year but now they’re not – 
should I be concerned? 
Teachers group pupils in many different ways – often they may work in mixed 
ability groups, but for reading, writing and maths they may be grouped with oth-
er children who have similar targets or learning needs. Teachers plan groups to 
ensure that pupils can receive focused teaching and work that addresses their 
needs - groupings are therefore flexible, allowing pupils to move in and out of 
groups as necessary. As a parent, you should only be concerned about whether 
your child is making appropriate progress.   
 

How can I find out where my child is in relation to the rest of the class? 
We do not generally share information with parents about where their child is in 
relation to the rest of the class. As with the groupings mentioned above, this can 
be affected by pupils moving in and out of the school, can be different according 
to which class they are in, and also gives no information about an individual’s 
progress from their starting point. What we can talk about is where they are in 
relation to the national average for their year group, and what progress they 
have made during the year. 
 


