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Friday 3rd April 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

It is the last day of term and this is usually a time to celebrate the Spring Term. I still believe there 

are many reasons to be positive. The last month has shown the strength of the Hollymount 

community. The children have shown amazing resilience and adapted to the new ‘normal’ 

incredibly well. Seeing the many examples of them showing the Hollymount Values over the last 

two weeks via email and twitter has been incredibly heart-warming. The parental community 

have supported the school and your encouragement via email or at the school gates has 

supported me, and the staff, greatly. The staff, whether they have been working from home or 

working at Hollymount Explorers, have remained positive and eager to support the learning of 

Hollymount children. All staff, but particularly Ms Halpin, have created a Virtual School that not 

only educates the children but also hopes to create that community link through the Friday 

assemblies and videos from the staff. All created within 48 hours notice!  

 

Teachers will not set Daily Learning over the Easter holidays but an Easter page will go live on 

Monday on the Virtual School. There will be plenty of online and offline activities. I hope this will 

support the children and parents with the transition from term time to holiday time. It may be 

useful to keep the daily structure you have grown used to over the last few weeks. 

 

There are a number of unanswered questions that I am sure you all have. Such as when will 

school fully open? How are children going to transition to the next stage of their education? This 

two week break will give the Senior Leadership time to consider such questions and plan ahead. 

However, we are as in the dark as the general public about when self-isolation will ease or when 

schools will return. So please bear with us as we work our way through this unprecedented 

period.  

 

Janko Calic, Chair of Governors, has written to all parents on the next page. Janko and I have 

been in regular communication over the last month and I thank him for his support. 

 

I wish you all a very happy Easter.  

 

Kind regards, 

 
Mr Sam Birnage 

Headteacher  
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3rd April 2020 

 

Dear parents and carers, 

 

Ever since I was elected as the Chair of Governors at Hollymount last June, I have 

profoundly admired the professionalism and commitment by all the staff and the school 

leadership team. But never as much as in the recent several extraordinary weeks. 

 

Under the immense pressure from the COVID-19 pandemic, school has kept the pupils 

and staff safe and well, while delivering outstanding education and a joyful learning 

experience. The communication from the headteacher was balanced and clear, 

updating us regularly in those early days of confusion and disbelief. Standing at the gate 

on that last Friday before the school closure, despite all the anxiety, I could only observe 

resilience and positive attitude in the eyes of the children. They were all looking forward 

to returning to the school soon.  

 

Therefore, I hope you would join me in thanking every member of staff and the 

headteacher, as a governor, a school parent and a member of the local community, for 

being there in these difficult times to educate and raise our children, to support Key 

Workers and their families, to provide the Virtual School to pupils for those long days in 

isolation and to support each other’s wellbeing. Thank you Hollymount! 

 

Today is the last day of the Spring Term, and the school will remain closed to the vast 

majority of the children over Easter. However, school has decided to remain open for 

children of Key Workers and vulnerable children that are unable to be cared for at 

home. The school is clear that, wherever possible, children must remain at home. We do 

not know when school will be fully open again but will keep you informed. 

 

Have a good Easter break and hope to see you soon at the school gates. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

  
 

Dr Janko Calic 

Chair of Governors, Hollymount School 

 

p.s. If you have any questions or comments for the governors please feel free to mail the 

Chair of Governors at chairofgovs@hollymount.merton.sch.uk  
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