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Date List 
October 

Monday 1st   

Year 3 to Raynes Park Li-
brary 

Thursday 4th  

National Poetry Day 
Year 3 to Wisley 
 
Friday 5th  

9.05am Harvest Festival     
Assembly  
3.15pm Great Year 6 Bake 
Sale 
3.15pm Pre-loved uniform 
sale 
 
Monday 8th  

Chestnut class to Raynes 
Park Library 
Year 2 Brightsparks Concert 
 
Tuesday 9th  

Oak class to Raynes Park  
Library  
Year Wimbledon Bookfest 

It has been a rather social week at Holly-
mount. We had a staff Macmillan Cake Bake (I 
have never seen so many cakes on one staff 
room table), Parents Open Evening on Thurs-
day and a tour for prospective parents today.  
Thank you to all the parents that attended the 
Parents Open Evening on Thursday. It was a 
really excellent turnout and it was great to 
meet parents that I haven't had the chance to 

meet before. Thank you to the PTA for staffing the bar– always 
a much needed addition to an Open Evening. I would also like to 
comment on how wonderful our Pupil Assis-
tants were. They were incredibly polite, 
charming and welcoming. They were real am-
bassadors for the school. Have a wonderful 
weekend. 

28th September 2018  

 Harvest Festival 

Next Friday (5th September) we are celebrating Harvest Festi-
val. There will be a special Friday assembly at 9.05am with sing-
ing and Father Michael will be joining us from Christ Church. In 
preparation for the event we ask children to bring in a donation 
from the list below at some point from Monday to Thursday.  The 
donations will be collected by the ‘Manna Day Centre.’ The Man-
na Day Centre provides both a compassionate and practical re-
sponse to London’s poverty and homelessness problems. For 
some, it’s a place where they can come for their only hot meal of 
the day. For others, it’s a listening ear and a welcome respite 
from another day living on the streets. For others still, it’s a 
chance to get off the street and into accommodation.  We are 
proud to be supporting such a fantastic charity. Parents are of 
course welcome to attend the assembly on Friday. 
Items to donate 
Sugar    Rice     Shaving Foam 
Powdered Milk  Meat (tinned)   Shampoo 
Tomatoes (tinned)  Coffee    Deodrants 
Vegetables (tinned) Dilutable drinks  Soap 
Pasta Sauce   Pasta 
Breakfast cereals  Biscuits 

 



In the press 
 Noah (Yr5) and Mia (Reception) were featured in a Dutch 
newspaper. Unfortunately, my Dutch is not up to scratch 
so Noah explained why they were in the newspaper. 

We were in Holland for a special reason. We were there 
for the giving of a green stone which is a very special rock 
from New Zealand. We were also there for the celebration 
that Abel Tasman discovered New Zealand. When they 
got to New Zealand the Maori blew the horn which meant 
war but the Dutch sailors thought it mean t there were 
saying, 'Hello,' so they blew a trumpet and then the Maori 
started a war and killed four sailors. My relative gave that 
rock to them to say sorry.  

As part of National Poetry Day, Erin Bolens, a poet, 
will be visiting Hollymount. Erin is a poet, performer 
and facilitator from Leeds. She gigs regularly 
around the country and has performed at Glaston-
bury Festival, The Royal Albert Hall, Cheltenham Lit-
erature Festival and Camp Bestival. Erin wrote and 
filmed a poem for the recent Nationwide Building So-
ciety Campaign. She will run two assemblies for the 
children and set the children a poetry task to com-
plete in class. She will also run workshops for some 
classes. This is being funded by the Parent Fund. 
Please look out for 
more information 
about the Parent 
Fun in upcoming 
newsletters.  

Pupil Absence Reminder 
Under current legislation the school is only able to authorise leave under the following cir-

cumstances: 

Superhero Staff  

Congratulations to Ann       
Wilkinson, Joyce Vinas and 
Kate Darwin for completing 
the ‘Shine Walk’ for Cancer 
Research. A 26 mile walk 
through the night all in the 
name of fundraising. We are 
very proud of them and they 
certainly showed all our 
school values.  

Authorised absence? Unauthorised absence? 

This is when the school agrees that the child is 
absent from school for a valid reason: 
Illness 

A special day set aside for religious observance 

Domestic circumstances such as the death of a 
close relative 

Medical/dental appointments (although where 
possible these should be outside school 
hours) 

Closure of the school e.g. strikes or snow 

Exclusions 

Exceptional circumstances at the discretion of 

The following are examples that are not consid-

ered valid reasons for children missing school: 

Going shopping 

Visiting relatives 

Birthday treat 

A day out 

A parent or sister/brother unwell (except in ex-

ceptional circumstances) 

Holidays 

  










