


You will… 

 Have a good understanding of the National Curriculum in KS1 Reading

 Understand the expectations in Year 1 and 2

 Know reading strategies you can use at home

 Get a flavour of what an end of year Key Stage 1 Assessment paper looks 
like (end of year 2)

By the end of the session



Aims
The aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of 

language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written 

word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. 

Star Reader, SQUIRT time, Buddy Reading, Guided Reading 

The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:

 read easily, fluently and with good understanding

 develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information

 acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic 
conventions for reading, writing and spoken language (use in everyday 
communication)

 appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage



Phonics and Word 

Recognition

The ability to recognise words 

presented in and out of context.

The ability to blend letter sounds 

(phonemes) together to read 

words.

Skilled word reading involves both 
the speedy working out of the 

pronunciation of unfamiliar printed 
words (decoding) and the speedy 

recognition of familiar printed 
words. 

Phonics Screening Check – Summer 
Term Year 1

 
Understanding

The ability to understand 

the meaning of the words 

and sentences in a text.

The ability to understand 

the ideas, information 

and themes in a text.

The programmes of study for reading at key stages 1 
and 2 consist of two dimensions:



Phonics Screening Check
 Looks at pseudo/alien words and real words rice

blies

whape



Comprehension (both listening and reading) 70% of assessment

 Good comprehension draws from linguistic knowledge, reading and discussing a 

range of stories, poems and non-fiction

 Comprehension skills develop through pupils’ experience of high-quality discussion

 Reading widely and often increases pupils’ vocabulary because they encounter words 

they would rarely hear or use in everyday speech. 

 Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a treasure-house of wonder and 
joy for curious young minds. 



Year 1 Reading Words
Build on work from the Early Years Foundation Stage, making sure that pupils can sound 
and blend unfamiliar printed words quickly and accurately using the phonic knowledge 
and skills that they have already learnt. 

Learn new grapheme-phoneme 
correspondences (GPCs)

Unusual GPCs - common exception words

Blending the phonemes into words

Blending sounds in unfamiliar words read words with contractions 
[for example, I’m, I’ll, we’ll]

–s, –es, –ing, –ed, –er and –est endings 
Read other words of more than one 
syllable that contain taught GPCs 

Wide range of high quality books to develop a love of reading and broaden their 
vocabulary



Comprehension/texts: 
 develop pleasure in reading

 wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they 
can read independently

 being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences 

 becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, 
retelling them

 recognising and joining in with predictable phrases 

 learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart 

 discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

 checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate 
reading 

 making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 

 predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far 

 participate in discussion about what is read to them

 explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them.



Year 2 Reading Words
pupils should be able to read all common graphemes

read unfamiliar words containing graphemes, accurately and without undue 
hesitation

read many common words containing GPCs taught so far [for example, shout, 
hand, stop, or dream]

retell some familiar stories

accurate and speedy word reading skills

increase their vocabulary, comprehension and their knowledge across the 
wider curriculum

decoding has become embedded and reading is fluent

read accurately words of two or more syllables

read words containing common suffixes

alternative sounds for graphemes



Comprehension/texts:
Like Year 1, Year 2 children are expected to cover the same things 
for their comprehension.

The main differences are: 
- they are expected to be more independent in asking questions 

and making predictions  
- the children should be reciting a larger range of stories/poems  
- they should have more in depth discussion about the text they 

choose to read and have good empathy with the characters



Understanding (Comprehension)

 Finding information on the page

 Being able to find information that is not on the page by looking for clues

 Thinking about situations and predicting what might happen

 Putting yourself in a character’s shoes and understanding what is going on 

from their viewpoint



Inference and Deduction

Inference: is an interpretation that goes beyond the literal 
information given.

Deduction: is an understanding based on the evidence given in the 
text.

e.g. Tim carried his toy bear to school in a brown paper bag so 
that no one could see how tatty it looked.  

What can you infer? What can you deduce?



What is this 

person doing?  

Why?

Why does this 

man look cross?

What do you 

think he is 

saying?

Does this 

person like 

sweeping the 

snow?  What 

makes you 

think that?

If children struggle with 
pictorial inference, then 
they will find it challenging 
to find inference within a 
piece of writing.



Reading at Home – Enjoy!
 Make reading visible; have books available in your home

 Share books every day 

(World Book Day week Book Fair ‘Wimbledon Books)

 Boys need to see that reading is something men do 

How often, do the following people encourage you to read? (Year 5 & 6 survey December 2016)

Mum/carer – 65% a lot

Dad/carer – 36% a lot

Teacher – 47% a lot

 Talk about books - https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/welcome-back/for-
home/reading-owl/find-a-book

 Sit and listen - don’t do chores around the reader!

 Respect choices.

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/welcome-back/for-home/reading-owl/find-a-book


What to do if your child is stuck
 Use phonics first. What sound does the word begin with? Can you say the 

sounds in the word? Blend them together. (use phoneme fingers)

 Read to the end of the sentence. What would make sense?

 What is the text about – what might fit here?

 Does it sound right?

 Look at the picture. Does it help?



 Do you like this book?

 Do you like this character?

 It’s a good story isn’t it?

 Do you like reading?

 Do you like this kind of 

story?

Change these questions so 

that the answers cannot be 

yes or no.

Closed Questions!
• What do you like about this book?

• What do you think of this character?

• Why do you think this is a good story?

• What’s great about reading?

• Why are you a good reader?

• What is it about these stories that you 

like so much?



• What words make you think that? Why?

• How do you feel about………? Why?

• Can you explain why………….?

• At the end of the story the main character is feeling ……. Does this surprise 
you? Why?

• What does this tell you about what ……….was thinking?

• Do you think this is true/untrue?  Why do you think this?

• What do you think the ………. is thinking?  If it were you what would you be 
thinking?

• Predict what you think is going to happen next.  Why do you think this?

• From what you have read, can you tell me what you feel about….?

• Who would you like to meet most in the story? Why?

• What is your opinion? What did you like/dislike about the story? Can you find 
pages in the book to show me? 

Example Questions



Modelling
Does your child know what a ‘good reader’ sounds like?

As teachers we always model an activity before asking the children to carry it 
out. 

Children need to experience good models to know what is expected of them, 
reading is no different. Children need to hear and see what a good reader sounds 

like. 

Adults both at school and home need to share quality story books with children. 
They should model the use of fluency, expression and demonstrate their thought 
processes i.e. Oh, I wonder what will happen next? I wonder how that characters 

feeling? I didn’t like that part of the story because… I didn’t think that was 
going to happen etc. 



• Are reactive and responsive to the text

• Are not speed readers nor read word…for…word

• Predict what will happen – connect reading to what they already know

• Form a mental image while they read

• “Self question” while they read / self correct their reading

• Check their understanding and make sure it is clear through re-reading when they are 
confused

• Summarise, interpret and think about what they are reading

• Enthusiastic about reading and do not find reading a chore

Good 
readers 
LOVE

reading!

Good readers…



Remember…

As adults we infer and deduce naturally and 
automatically as we read. Children need to 
be taught to infer and deduce, we cannot 
assume they will just be able to do it. 

It is through good questioning, discussion 
and modelling that young children will begin 
to develop these skills ready for KS2. 



Easier and harder paper

Uses a range of texts e.g. poems, fiction texts,  
advertisements, leaflets

Can find old papers online

See examples…

End of Year  KS1 Assessments













Thank you for listening!
Any Questions


